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I'd refer you to the article about the certification initiative in the Jan/Feb Interactions magazine, published by ACM SIGCHI. The base case is that even more than other professions, UCD could benefit from a fairly administered, experience (portfolio and interview) based certification of core competencies. It is thought the certification would be helpful to new or mid-career people, in establishing to often clueless management that they have whatever smoke-and-mirrors skills this arcane specialty requires (speaking from the unknowing manager's perspective). 

The process developed by the UPA working group is a strawman, meant to provide a target, if you like, for responses from the entire community. That it is not a star chamber process being forced on the community is self-evident, from the fact that it is being discussed in SIGs at all of the major relevant conferences this year. The working group is looking for input from the community to refine the concept as well as implementation of certification. 

The intent of the working group was for any certification to be very broad-based and inclusive, not exclusive. I won't repeat all of the details of the Interactions article, but I believe that if you read it you'll come away with the impression of a reasonable *start* on a process that the working group knows will take many months, if not years, to complete. 

I can understand why some people, presuming a rigid, exclusionary certification process, might be suspicious of the initiative. But, that presumption is 180 degrees wrong. In my view, the community can only gain from a reasonably developed, fairly administered certification process which does *not* require formal training, including university credentials. The proposal on the table now certainly is less stringent than certification schemes in place for other professions -- including ergonomics and various branches of engineering. 

These are my opinions only, though they reflect my understanding of the position that has been offered by the UPA working group. 

